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Eyster, Warren Country for Old Men 
Random House. June 10, 1955. 597p. $4.95. 


The only trouble with the “broad canvas” novel that 
imperfections are conspicuous the mustache the 
girl the billboard advertisement. But Warren Eyster, 
young man with exceptional literary talents, 
has attended too much detail this long second 
novel and not enough total effect. put 
his billboard with extreme care and then omitted 
the name the product. 


This three-generation novel, told the grand 
style, about life Pennsylvania steel town from 1889 
1941. The dust jacket bristles with enthusiasm about 
“the inevitable clash between steel, agriculture, and 
human ambitions,” but the story focuses almost wholly 
the personal problems two families, the well-to-do 
Langs and the proletarian Mijacks, whose paths not 
even cross until bitter steel strike the 1930’s, when 
they are more less the same side. The sociologi- 
cal aspects are left entirely asides the author, and 
then almost always background rather than center 
for the action. 


Mr. Eyster has made effort show the degrading 
effects big-time industry the people cozy 
town. This worthy theme, and powerfully 
effective when deals with his people mass, 
bringing his immense descriptive powers bear the 
grim materialism high school football game the 
aimlessness night the town square before 
rally. But the writer fails where would 
most like succeed: with his major characters. 


First linger with Irene Lang, beautiful and sensitive 
daughter gentle father, businessman, de- 
voted books and pipe, typifying the old order. The 
detailed rise Irene from infant through unrequited 
love unhappy marriage almost reminiscent 
But similarities end there, 
unhappily for this book. Irene’s incredible punishment 
—the loss loved son, the begetting wanton 
daughter—is without justification. But more than this, 
halfway through the novel Irene practically disappears 
from its pages, and are confronted with the children 
Mijack, the blacksmith: Bart, cold 
Gilbert, violent and trifle insane; Naomi, independent 
and cynical. 


All are brought, with terrible cast-iron predestination 
from their toddling days, the depths degradation. 


While Mr. Eyster allows wallow freely and 
length the result—rape, murder, lust—he fails 
provide the necessary sublimation, the one link that 
will make these people tragic figures. One does not 
ask theological commitment, orthodox otherwise, 
but one interested evil only connection with 
good. The reader must identify himself with some 
good purpose justice, empathy and interest 
simply will not exist. The book suffers from the de- 
ficiency many modern 
the villain, and the characters not only have moral 
choice but moral consideration. The reader un- 
moved beyond pity and disgust. 


The major creation this novel is, like many 
heroines before her, Irene Lang, and Mr. Eyster makes 
grave error letting his attention wander from 
personality has developed with great care. Through- 
out all the sex and blood and sadism the finale, she 
the only one restore balance and she remains off- 
stage, minor personage. That the novel ends 
note despair surprise. 


This writer has profound abilities, touching description, 
narrative, and dialogue. His words sound fresh, 
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refuses, despite tendency overwrite, satisfied 
with unimaginative phrase, and one affronted 
the sheer flesh and blood his characters. per- 
haps the literary tragedy our age that those with the 
most talent have lost the vision man eternal, and 
that often must react the destruction the 
Langs and the Mijacks with unhappy, “So what?” 


James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Bromfield, Louis From Experience 
Harper. June 1955. 355p. $4.00. 

Mr. Bromfield has written out, for other farmers 
read, account some his agricultural experi- 
ments, his findings, and his conjectures about farming 
and about life general. His book strictly for 
agronomes, and for relatively few them; for although 
the author’s design, set forth his foreword, was 
put the chapters requiring close attention “between 
stretches lighter and easier reading” the fact that 
there are long expanses desert between the oases. 
One chapter formal report work done one 
specific Brazilian farm; most the book deals with 
farm Ohio; much the factual account Mr. 
Bromfield’s experiences and experiments will use- 
less anyone who not facing the same conditions 
Mr. Bromfield faced, and has not much money 
Mr. Bromfield has. Love for home, care for the 
soil—these are the laudable qualities which shine forth 
from some the lighter passages; unfortunately, even 
dealing with things that are essentially appealing, 
Mr. Bromfield has manner that belligerently in- 
sistent. Anyone who cares work his way all through 
this tedious volume may achieve slightly improved 
attitude toward the land; but the reward will probably 
small proportion the effort involved. Though 
Mr. Bromfield can make subject interesting, has 
incorporated into this volume great amount matter 
that can appeal only those who take pleasure 
reading technical journals agriculture. 


Had Mr. Bromfield confined himself agriculture and 
the beauties the simple life might have been dull 
but irreprehensible. has, however, seen fit articu- 
late anti-intellectual theology. thinks heaven 
invention for and people who not know the 
value earth; thanks God repeatedly for his own 
good fortune, but cannot measure finite god and 
apparently cannot conceive the infinite God. 
has adopted creed which serves anodyne for 
the disturbed soul though answers none the ques- 
tions the intellect; has set for himself theory 
which finds restful, and not anxious see 
how squares with the objective truth. Unfortunately, 
there aparently are many who would 
scarcely the word—as Mr. Bromfield does; there are 
all too few who really know and proclaim Christianity, 
who realize that the “reverence for which Mr. 
Bromfield seems think Dr. Schweitzer discovered 
but fragment eternal truth beautifully applied 
the centuries—old contemplatio amorem Saint 
Ignatius Loyola. 
William Bill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Siegfried, André America Mid-Century 
Harcourt, Brace. June 1955. 357p. $5.75. 


This analysis the American nation, especially 
its people and culture. Although the author Euro- 
pean scholar, his work relatively superficial and 
times prejudiced. 


Several European commentators have written excellent 
insights into the American character and culture. 
previous work published 1927, America Comes 
Age, received favorable reviews. However, this latest 
effort André Siegfried does not attain the same depth 
value the forerunners its type. 


Almost every page has its figures and statistics, but still 
the well informed reader will learn very little. Masses 
figures and statistics are gathered the 
obvious and well-known. spite the scholarly 
form presentation, the author has written personal 
interpretation that lacks originality. All too frequently 
inaccurate phrases and highly questionable opinions 
are mixed with the statistics confuse fact and 
interpretation for the unwary. 

this book was written light introduction the 
United States for relatively ignorant European readers, 
then may well serve its purpose. However, not 
significant addition any good American library, 
personal institutional. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D. 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


Dowdey, Clifford The Land They Fought For 
Doubleday. June 1955. 438p. $6.00. 


This somewhat “new look” the war between the 
states (1861-1865) certainly worth the reading. 
way struck the reviewer expanded handling 
controversial topic James Street whose “Civil 
War” caused such stir. Mr. Dowdey bases his thesis 
the twofold supposition that the Southern cause 
really was “of land and time.” Beginning with 
South Carolina’s rebellion against the tariff, 
the Nullification Act 1832, the author stresses with 
good historical prospective the “cold war” from that 
date the actual hostilities Fort Sumter 1861. 
Taking into serious consideration the accepted causes 
the Civil War, Mr. Dowdey, support his con- 
tention, emphasizes the deep attachment the soil 
the non-slaveholders numbering ninety per cent the 
Confederacy’s white population and their equally fierce 
determination repel the invader their lands. The 


issued the Library, University 
BEST SELLERS Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1955, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 


JUNE 


thes 
The 
sore 
The 
brus 
gan. 
und 
a di 
Sout 
cont 
face 
else 
righ 
ton 
with 
Nor 
leap 
brut 
was 
Mr. 
ica 
wou 
Stor 
thre 


SELLERS 


Euro- 
and 


xcellent 
ure. 
latest 
depth 


but still 
Masses 
ate the 
quently 
ypinions 
act and 


the 
readers, 
not 
library, 


thesis 
with 
tariff, 
with 
that 
1861. 
causes 
con- 
soil 
the 
fierce 


The 


15, 1955 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
Sincerely, Willis Wayde (Ila) Marquand 
Something Value Ruark 
The Good Shepherd (Ila) Forester 
Bonjour Tristesse (IV) 

Time for Sergeants (Ila) 
View from Head (IIb) 
The Scotswoman 

Run Silent, Run Deep (Ila) 
Dutch (1) 

The Healer (IIb) Slaughter 


Lindbergh 


Gift from the Sea (Ila) 
The Power Positive Thinking 


How Live 365 Days Year Schindler 
Gertrude Lawrence Mrs. Aldrich 
Why Johnny Can’t Read Flesch 


early chapters dealing with the “cold war” support the 
thesis but the real flavor caught the second part. 
The aggressive “pushiness” the Yankees cut raw 
sore into the Southern hide. Their perpetual seeking 
for new this new that and always being hurry 
surely turned this festering sore into national cancer. 
The ante-bellum South depicted with master’s 
brush with slight emphasis the pastel rather than 
the more sombre shades. Even better, however, the 
author’s description the South disintegration be- 
gan. Mr. Dowdey’s picture Richmond the eve 
its evacuation worth everyone’s perusal. 


Outstanding are the author’s personal portraits which 
undoubtedly will cause many eyebrow raise after 
diet the conventional books the Civil War. 
Southerner going like General “Joe” Johnston 
continually referred “retreatin’ Joe” (though 
face McClellan and Sherman’s might there was little 
else for him do) nor will the “dyed wool” states 
righters enjoy his analysis Jefferson Davis and Brax- 
ton Bragg, but the reviewer almost total accord 
with Mr. Dowdey’s portraits and conclusions: many 
Northener will rush the barricades defense 
Sheridan, Milroy, Hunter, Sherman and Dahlgren who 
leap from the pages purveyors total war with total 
brutality. Maybe historical writing should “brutal 
but this reviewer cannot believe that Sherman 
was quite the “Hun” depicted. 


Mr. Dowdey’s fine book the Mainstream Amer- 
ica Series edited Lewis Gannett: wondered 
would possible start putting this series Cine- 
mascope? 
Berkeley Kines, 
Associate Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Stout, Rex Full House 


Viking. June 15, 1955. 534p. $3.50. 

collection Nero Wolfe stories, this “omnibus” 
seems bargain for detective-story readers. Contained 
are two full-length novels, “The League Fright- 
ened Men” and “And Villain”; together with 
three long-shorts, “The Gun with Wings,” “Bullet for 


Stout Teilhet 


One” and “Disguise for Murder.” The five are re- 
prints what was originally published from 1935 on- 
ward 1950. The dating does not show; all five 
stories are up-to-date enough pass having just 
come fresh from the prolific typewriter Mr. Stout, 
whose creation Nero Wolfe has deservedly placed 
him among the top few detective story writers. 
noted, Mr. Stout’s praise, that the Nero 
Wolfe stories are never marred sadistic mayhem and 
sex-exhibitionism. one these competently com- 
plicated stories Archie Goodwin and Nero Wolfe come 
close real agreement condemning pornography. 
Though this attitude may considered some cynics 
carping rival writers, the point well and suc- 
cinctly made and are all favor it. com- 
forting know that you need not afraid leave 
Nero Wolfe book around where the kids can get it. 
Nero shows Inspector Cramer just what the truth was 
about crippled Paul Chapin, who was suspected 
planning kill off some score old school chums, 
and having brought off tally three the list 
without danger being brought court for the deeds; 
then clears the mystery poisoning that occurred 
smack the middle broadcast. the three shorter 
works, (originally published Curtains for Three), 
supposed suicide proved murder, disguised mur- 
derer unmasked, and murder horseman 
Central Park solved. Tricky, but always fair with 
the reader. 


Teilhet, Darwin The Lion’s Skin 


Sloane. June 1955. 341p. $3.95. 

There doubt that William Walker’s filibustering 
expedition into the political chaos Nicaragua 1855 
was one the most colorful, romantic and incredible 
episodes all the annals adventure. Even read 
the escapade the encyclopedia textbook 
sets the pulses racing and the imagination bounding. 
This book, published the one-hundredth anniversary 
Walker’s landing Nicaragua, seeks celebrate the 
event the form historical novel. 


Mr. Teilhet has spent great amount time and care 
reading the eye-witness accounts the expedition, 
including Walker’s own The War Nicaragua. 
insure accuracy and local color, the author visited the 
scenes the battles, victories and defeats the free- 
booting army the cities and jungles Central 
America. 


With all these working for him, pity the novel 
better than is. Toward the end the book, 
John Sanderson, the the story, muses himself: 
“Sometimes was possessed crazy impression that 
this was not really happening all.” That sentence 
could stand most acute criticism the whole 
novel. There strange, dream-like air about the 
narration which, despite the first person style, makes 
the proceedings curiously vague and confusedly remote. 


true historical novel tradition big names move 
through the tale. Commodore Vanderbilt, who could 
out-buccaneer Walker himself, almost walks off with 
the story—almost, but not quite. 


novel, the book suffers lack building to- 
ward climax. There are scores episodes, each 
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Higgins Wilson Halevy 


good basis for short story television plot. But the 
writing too episodic add novel. There are 
too many semi- and anti-climaxes. 


tie together all the warfare, intrigue and skulldug- 
gery, Mr. Teilhet has given the on-again-off-again 
romance John Sanderson and lush young widow 
whom rescues from assault the book begins. 


The title comes from Plutarch. where the lion’s 
skin will not reach, you must patch out with the 
fox’s.” The reference the use cunning when 
more warlike means not succeed. 


The casual references the irregular liaisons the 
filibusters and their leader plus several other morally 
questionably incidents limit the book’s audience 


adults. 
Stephen Laut, 


University Scranton 


Higgins, Marguerite News Singular Thing 
Doubleday. May 19, 1955. 256p. $3.50. 


From the meaningless pun the title the undigested 
pseudo-philosophy the epilogue this very un- 
singular book. 


The delusion exists that anyone who has had by-line 
worth least autobiography. Miss Higgins con- 
tributes hers the heap this effort. The fallacy 
that Miss Higgins, qua Higgins, newsworthy the 
events and persons whom she wrote foreign cor- 
respondent quickly dissipated, few banal chap- 
ters about chilhood, how-I-got job, erroneous 
amours, and forth. The book then goes intro- 
duce the world figures quotation from what are 
apparently hitherto unreported interviews. few 
statements from MacArthur, Truman and Van Fleet 
are good reminders which should not necessary 
the newspaper reader. 


Possibly the most significant item about the book may 
found this excerpt: “Masaryk’s buoyant hopes re- 
sulted dispatch unduly optimistic stories about 
Communist psychological warfare and also com- 
mentary wishful thinking the West note how 
little, even yet, understood about this Communist 
technique take-over.” tribute the irre- 
sponsibility and unintelligence those whom the news 
system has exalted into pontifical position that one can 
simultaneously blame figure for having 
caused one file misleading reports readers The 
New York Herald-Tribune and then shake one’s head 
over the stupidity those who paid money read the 
reports and have their opinions fashioned them. 


Whatever Miss Higgins may those who encounter 
her for her master she posts ‘o’er land and ocean 
without rest,” she the reader confused and trivial 
personality, emotionally and intellectually. too 
bad that the prestige derived from the hard work and 
inquisitiveness the news reporter carries with the 
internal conviction and public repute for thought. 


Adults only, all. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Wilson, William The Raiders 
Rinehart. May 1955. 244p. $3.00. 

the time when Grant was besieging Vicksburg, 
small force Confederate raiders, detached from Mor- 
gan’s famed cavalry, crossed the Ohio River somewhere 
west Brandenburg, Kentucky, and disrupted Union 
affairs seizing small railroad town for day 
The town here called Crescent City, Indiana, 
sibly accurate designation, possibly, would appear 
from the context, fictionalized, although the episode 
offered founded fact. 


Whatever the historicity the event, extremely 
probable and, recounted The Raiders, convincing. 


The story the two days actually the story Clay- 
burn, the loyal Democratic mayor Northern city, 
and the stresses set him divided feelings, politi- 
cal and domestic. His dealings with the Copperheads, 
“radical” Republicans, and pure business sharks, 
well his reactions his second wife’s Southern 
loyalty and his elder son’s death with Grant’s army, 
reach quick climax his meeting with Colonel 
Morey, leader the raiders, his wife’s cousin and 
man, like himself, convinced that the middle the 
road the right way and that both governments 
the War Secession are wrong. 


small host characters forms the 
ground Clayburn’s two day ordeal, and most the 
characters are brilliantly put in. possible that 
there almost too much background for the small 
“spice meaning” set up. possible, has been 
said elsewhere, that the pedestal too large for the 
statue. And possible that the conflict does too 
much petering out toward the end. 


the concept The Raiders scholarly 
and philosophical. its thoughtfulness and well knit 
working, far cry from the overblown type 
Civil War story. well worth reading and 
commended adults; the limitation coming not from 
any bad taste but simply because the adult nature 
the human relationships explored. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Halevy, Julian The Young Lovers 
Simon Schuster. May 13, 1955. 313p. $3.50. 


simply told story young love, conceived inno- 
cence and tenderness, is, indeed, thing charm and 
beauty. Degraded monotonously sickening de- 
scription sexual relations and amoral yielding the 
passions, becomes sordid and pathetic. And all 
the more sad when author has his grip the power 
summon forth the reader’s sympathy for two such 
unfortunate youngsters. Therein lies the danger this 
disappointing first novel. 


New York City 1951, more specifically Greenwich 
Village, where Eddie (Groper) Slocum shares one- 
room apartment with two fellow students, Doc and 
Tarragaroo, the setting for this affair. betfits his 
nickname, Eddie doesn’t have the slightest idea where 
headed. when meets Pamela Oldenburg 
the subway practically case love first 
sight, and brings her home with him. From there 
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unending succession boudoir idylls until 
Pam becomes pregnant and the draft board catches 
with the Groper. Pam refuses get married and the 
warped idealistic mind Eddie tries coax him 
dodge the draft, commit suicide and murder, anything 
rather than leave the girl alone. But all’s fair love 
and war, which case our khaki clad recruit belatedly 
betukes himself his bride. 

All this, course, would not sufficient material 
make good sized short story, have tag 
along with Eddie’s two other friends their drunken 
binges and clandestine escapades. And help sink 
even lower are dragged along participate 
disgusting Bohemian orgy the Thing’s apartment. 


Naturally none these youngsters blamed, 
are led believe, for the troubles and problems 
which they find themselves. father had been 
killed during World War and dislike for his step- 
father has alienated him somewhat from his family. 
Pam, too, pitied because the selfish mother 
who has sought dominate her. which case the 
sins the children are placed the feet the 
parents. Which precisely the sorry commentary 
our modern life. But far from legitimate excuse 
for the own specific preoccupation. 


Strange that Mr. Halevy should introduce and con- 
clude his story the dark underground New York’s 
subway. would have been more appropriate had 
taken through some other passages below the surface 


the city. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Peckham, Ted Gentlemen for Rent 
May 16, 1955. 285p. $3.50. 


brash young man came out the near-mid-West, 
clutching diploma from Western Reserve University 
and very little else, and the midst the depression 
the invaded New York search fame and 
fortune; preferably the latter. putting what might 
have seemed others insane idea work, the 
young man made both fame and fortune and has told the 
story his adventure this book. Simply, the idea 
Ted Peckham pyramided into nice source heavy 
income was hire out eligible and, presumably, per- 
fectly irreproachable young men lonesome ladies who 
lacked dancing partner escort for evening 
“on the town,” making the rounds the “glamorous” 
night clubs, going dinner and theater and supper 
afterwards, even taking cruise. For this, the ladies 
were pay expenses for the evening and fifteen dollars 
till midnight for the escort. The escorts were 
warned repulse and flee any amorous advances and 
eschew any romantic entanglements. They seem 
have kept their separate bargains admirably. Peck- 
ham enlarged the scope his activities the “Gentle- 
men for Rent” business starting office London, 
another Paris, one Rome, one Budapest, and 
one Vienna and Munich. The whole thing fell 
apart when, 1939, disgruntled employee com- 
plained before Magistrate’s Court that the Peckham 
Escort Service was tantamount operating employ- 


Peckham 


ment agency without license. the subsequent pro- 
ceedings, the whole idea was labelled dangerous and 
the Peckham’s Guide-Escort Service collapsed. 


The story the whole scheme and its development 
told with insouciance and number amusing anec- 
dotes, American and European. ‘The book failed 
get into the motion pictures the but now has 
been one the Hollywood studios for 
film treatment which intended, this time, 
vehicle for Clifton Webb. Better read the book, there- 
fore, you want the real story before gets processed 
into the usual formula. 


Kramer, Gerhard Shall March Again 
Putnam. May 3i, 1955. 374p. $3.75. 


recent centuries, surely people has been more 
assiduously hammered and shaped into nation 
soldiers than the German people. Perhaps not 
since the era the locust armies Tamerlane 
Genghis Khan has nation been made into complete 
instrument fer war. German citizens the empire 
the republic, from the time Frederick the Great 
on, have been and marshalled with increasing 
mained for the Nazi oligarchs, our own day, ex- 
ploit their much exploited people the limit—their 
material resources down the last discarded tooth- 
paste tube, their human assets fair-haired Hitler 
Maidens the palsied old men the Home. Guard. 
Small wonder that people with abundant heritage 
war memories should produce souvenirs war 
the Remarque tradition, and even less wonder that 
the latest convulsion from which they emerged broken 
and should have called forth plethora 
such works. Gerhard Kramer’s Shall March 
Again novelty, and can scarcely considered 
masterpiece its genre; but like many these 
testimonies nation’s ordeal, the book has potency 
and appeal because evokes memories that are still 
fresh. 


The story has hero. The lawyer Victor Velten, 
whose fortunes the reader follows, seems rather char- 
acter selected random from the faceless creatures 
the German soldiery, and since possesses cat-like 
facility for landing his feet, his record runs the full 
length the volume. Velten enters the war 
interpreter-specialist the golden days German 
victories the West, and enjoys the fleshpot fruits 
victory Brussels and When that phase 
the war over mustered out. But chance 
association with French resistance group through 
Parisienne whom knew pre-war days gets into his 
record. consequence, finds himself target 
the Secret State Police, drafted again and this time 
his personal file contains the notation: ‘Only 
employed combat the East.” 


was war two fronts, therefore, for the Berlin 
lawyer, and one differed the other victory 
differs from defeat. For was defeat small scale 
first, the hopeless warfare against the Russian 
partisans, who regularly attacked the rail line the 
front which Victor and his group were defending 
lonely cutposts. Little little the guerrillas nibbled 


Sievers McCullough Vining 


away the German strength and hampered the already 
sagging German efforts the front. Then comes de- 
feat the grand scale. When the sledge-hammer 
drives the Russians, delivered between long lulls 
which the Germans can take advantage, sweep the 
Soviet armies into the German homeland, they drive 
before them cynical, defeatist and disorganized rabble 
instead the tight Wehrmacht divisions that had 
camioned eastward four years before. With them 
rolled Victor, now driver motor pool and com- 
panion officers with whom finally effects his 
escape into British hands. 


The lines the story are not sharply drawn, and the 
reader who unfamiliar with the eastern area will 
find himself maze strange town-names with 
ready means gauging the meaning losses ad- 
vances. Nor are the characters presented with clear- 
ness and precision. many drift through the pages 
this tale, their outlines blurry and their roles tangled, 
that one has feeling watching parade un- 
knowns moving vague destination. Even Velten, 
innocent any hard convictions about life, seems 
escape destruction because gives way with the pres- 
sures about him and keeps going until eddy sends 
him into safe captivity. Yet the roll-call some 
the names that held the attention the world dozen 
years ago, names places and persons, must strike 
memory many reader. This soldier’s view his 
country’s agony may interesting, too, because not 
without its lesson the face the world’s current 
problems. Neither Velten nor most those with 
whom campaigned really wish march again, but 
many never wished march before. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 


Providence Rhode Island 


Sievers, David Freud Broadway 
Hermitage. Apr. 1955. 479p. $5.00. 

American drama since the 1920’s, says Mr. Sievers, may 
summed the drama (if there must word 
for it) “motivationism.” his view, the drama 
motivationism answers “why.” The “why,” turns 
out, valid answer the extent that dynami- 
cally oriented, Freudian. one thoroughly com- 
mitted Freud and the drama unconscious motiva- 
tion, the author can welcome without demur any 
kind whatever situation (pre-marital relations, says, 
homosexuality) playwright may offer. can view 
“timid” and “unprogressive” the dramatic offerings 
the early decades the century. The philosophy 
this book clearly materialistic, yet should added 
that the author, though thoroughly committed the 
techniques and philosophy psychoanalysis 
means uncritical, least pseudo-psychology and 
poor playcraft. 


would foolish deny the facts this book, how- 
ever much one must quarrel with its theories. That 
say, the influence Freud has been tremendous 
the theatre. How pervasive, this book serves wit- 
ness. The influence Freud for ex- 
ample, well known, but what the same influence 


Best 


Philip Barry and, even, Emmet Lavery? Freud 
Broadway, with its synopsis hundreds plots 
Broadway plays, supplemented answers 
Siever’s questionnaires the playwrights, offers 
tailed, and means jumbled, answer these and 
many other questions. The serious student who will 
alert for the author’s generalizations and antinomian 
position will find necessary consult this book; 
would not well recommend the book, however, 
the general reader. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 


Washington 


McCullough, Esther Morgan 
The Five Devils Kilmainham 
Taylor. Apr. 15, 1955. 324p. $3.75. 


The Five Devils Kilmainham described the jacket 
blurb “an historical suspense novel” based 
series actual murders Ireland more than seventy 
years ago. The obvious motive the crimes robbery, 
but robbery based knowledge which could 
sessed only small group people, all members 
families joined ties longstanding friendship. The 
crimes are timed coincide with attention-absorbing 
political events. Sergeant Haggarty the local con- 
stabulary sets out trace the murderer Mrs. O’Shea 
among her friends and neighbors. After two more 
murders and one hard knock the head, Haggarty 
gets his man. 


While too prolix effective suspense story, The 
Five Devils Kilmainham, the merits its plot, 
will provide acceptable change fare for readers 
heavy mystery diet. 


Frank Gerrity, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia 31, Pennsylvania 


Vining, Elizabeth Gray The Virginia Exiles 
Lippincott. May 1955. 317p. $3.95. 


During the Revolutionary War twenty Pennsylvanians, 
seventeen whom were members the Society 
Friends, were arested and banished Virginia because 
their refusal sign loyalty oath. Upon this almost 
unknown fact American history, Elizabeth Vining 
has based this well conceived novel the struggle for 
individual rights. For purposes her own the au- 
thoress has replaced one the original exiles with 
imaginary character, Caleb Middleton, junior, who be- 
comes the central figure this dramatic account. 


Dissuaded parental advice from following the medi- 
cal profession which aspired, Caleb was resigned 
change the direction his life and 
father’s role the family’s iron works. However, soon 
after the family had moved Philadelphia when the 
elder Middleton decided shut down the furnace until 
peace was restored, Caleb was arrested instead his 
father for being hostile the American cause. 

Exiled without trial, and rest the group lived 
out the rigors the bitter winter the unfamiliar and 
unfriendly mountain region the state. 
While the area their freedom was limited distance, 
Caleb was permitted assist local physician his 
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15, 1955 


ministrations the sick. Thus came know and 
fall love with Lovejoy Parry who was already en- 
gaged another. swiftly and mysteriously 
they had been arrested, the survivors the exile (three 
had died) were again released and returned their 
homes. this time Caleb has definitely decided 
study medicine and leave him his way Love- 
joy who has broken off her previous betrothal. 


Simple, undramatically narrated, The Virginia Exiles 
good, substantial story with satisfactory amount 
entertainment value, although nothing outstanding. 
Whatever message carries about individual rights and 
freedom not overly prominent profound enough 
detract from the telling the event itself. flaw 
considered Caleb’s from afar attachment 
fellow exile’s wife, who had attracted him back 
Philadelphia before his arrest. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Flannery Good Man Hard Find 
Harcourt, Brace. June 1955. 25ip. $3.50. 


Ten Miss O’Connor’s stories have been gathered to- 
gether here, and the sum total the proof fine 
new talent writing which should now receive its due 
recognition beyond the rather small group discrimi- 
nating critics who have acknowledged and esteemed 
Miss O’Connor’s work this time. There 
directness and leanness the way Miss O’Connor goes 
about telling story that refreshingly independent 
after all the tortuous indirection and elaborate sym- 
bolologies other recent products. Most these ten 
stories have underlying cruelty that handled with 
the casualness that life itself takes toward human mean- 
Yet withal there besides unsentimental 
compassion for even the cruelest and meanest the 
people. Perhaps detachment the word that would 
describe Miss O’Connor’s method telling her 
tales. 


The “good man” the title story—the first the col- 
lection—is escaped murderer who casually des- 
patches six people: father, son, mother, daughter, in- 
fant, and garrulous old grandmother. They had been 
headed for vacation Florida; but the grandmother, 
wanting Tennessee, half-consciously tricks her 
son into driving lonely dirt road search 
house she seemed remember. That where The 
Misfit, with his two henchmen, come upon them. And 
the last story, Displaced Person,” the fate 
man who works hard contrived for good 
the envious and suspicious people whose mode 
life threatens disjoint without ever realizing what 
doing. This story the nearest classic tragedy 
all the collection ten. 


almost every one the ten there atmosphere 
ing; but the air remains somehow clear and bright 
around all it. The style simple, characterization 
seems unerringly penetrating and credible, the imagery 
often sparkling-fresh and apt. And, for change, there 
story told, which gets itself told without 
twisting the threads into snarl. 


O’Connor Unwin Index 


Adult readers will find this colection short stories 
worth while addition the permanent shelf. 


Unwin, David The Governor’s Wife 
Dutton. Apr. 1955. 224p. $3.00. 


Africa today, with all its unrest and violence, 
tical, racial and social turmoil, the setting this 
sincere and rather absorbing first novel. factual 
account the Dark Continent with its current prob- 
lems and complexity emerges worthwhile docu- 
mentary. But storywise tends collapse and falls 
into the time-worn pattern hard-drinking individuals, 
usually preoccupied with sex, and embittered the 
heat and squalor the region into which they have 
been born lured for sundry reasons. 


Into the imaginary British protectorate Bandaland 
has come Sebastian Pole report upon the Nwambe 
Desert Irrigation Project, the Governor’s pet scheme, 
for financial trust. Trying remain detached and 
impartial, Pole soon finds himself torn between the 
whites and blacks when learns how few both 
factions show any great favor for the plan. Journeying 
into the neighboring republic Equatoria out- 
raged the conflicts, pride and intolerance that pre- 
vail that area. Along the way Pole runs across 
old schoolmate, now managing farm with convict 
labor; has brief encounter with Pat Jensen, native 
white woman, whose prejudice and revenge lead 
tragedy; and apparently becomes somewhat romanti- 
cally involved with the wife the governor, particu- 
larly after the latter’s death. But the real tragedy 
the story centered around the horrible death 
Martha Bifabishu, native schoolteacher, who killed 
ritualistic operation performed primitive fashion 
medical student turned savage spirit nation- 
alistic hatred. 


The overall effect The Governor’s Wife quite 
impressive since the author’s travels have given his 
story note authenticity the creation scenes 
and atmosphere. The background and descriptions 
are penetrating and well-drawn. the 
story itself rather ineffective and characterizations 
notably weak. Yet there much value learned 
from its factual reporting overlook its several 


moral lapses. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
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Note: After the reference page and date there 
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